Highlights from VEP Document, “Martial Cottle Park Wish-List”, dated January 2008

· To facilitate security and privacy, provide a patrol-able buffer zone where the park abuts residences. Keep trails, train tracks, and other user facilities a minimum of 50 yards for low-impact use and 100 yards for high-impact use away from homes on Barron Park Drive, Wellington Park Drive, Birmingham Drive, and Colony Field Drive.   Agriculture would be acceptable within the buffer zone.
· Minimize traffic and parking impacts on neighborhood streets.  Avoid entrances that would route motorists onto Branham Lane. 

· Plan for sufficient onsite parking from the onset of park design.

Recommendations:

1. Of the three draft options, Option A includes the largest number of desired components. (Not all components were included in all three options.) 

2. An alternate option (modification of Option A):

· Create an entrance on Snell (north of one shown on Option A), and an exit on Chynoweth (close to intersection with Snell) to facilitate traffic flow through the park. (May leave more land for farming.)
· With Snell entrance at this location, consider placing a Parking Lot and the Visitor Center at the northwest corner of the Life Estate portion of the property (this would facilitate access for the future development of the historic structures and farming equipment displays).

· Place Farmers Market at the existing location of fruit stand.  This has easy access by foot or car. (There are no current neighborhood concerns/complaints about parking/traffic for the fruit stand/pumpkin patch.)  Recommend onsite parking for Farmers Market be free.

· Plant a tree/shrub buffer between Chynoweth Avenue and property.

· Include land for community gardens, native plant nursery, and Our City Forest along Chynoweth

· Consider easy community access to dog park (not in the middle of the park).

3. Buffers

· There should be a minimum 100 yard buffer between the lake and homes on Wellington Drive and Birmingham Drive.

· There should be a minimum 50 yard buffer behind homes on Barron Park Drive, Birmingham Drive, and Colony Field Drive for walking trails.

4. Place “pedestrian/bike only” entrances at Chynoweth/Barron Park Drive, end of Vistapark Drive/Hyde Park Drive, adjacent to Kingspark Drive on Branham Lane, undercrossing to Blossom Hill Road, trail connection to VTA Station, and adjacent to Duesenberg Drive on Chynoweth (this is dependent on final decision for main entrance).

5. VEP opposes a Branham Lane entrance (Option B):

· Safety concerns – history of serious accidents on Branham Lane between Vistapark and Snell.   

· Heavy traffic/traffic congestion on Branham Lane – may impede access to park.
· Increase in traffic on Branham Lane, Vistapark, and surrounding neighborhoods.

· Increase in traffic on already congested Branham Lane -  potentially causing backup/gridlock on Branham.

· Increase in traffic on Branham would increase already difficult entrance/exit access to homeowners on Holycon and Mia Circles (one way in, one way out)

· Option B does not provide for adequate onsite parking

· Option B does not appear to have adequate room for school buses to park, or turn around (entrance/exit)

· Visitors to park may be tempted to park in shopping center parking lot (private property) northwest corner of Snell and Branham. This creates a negative impact to businesses and customers using the shopping center – parking currently not adequate (always full on the weekends)

· Safety concerns for pedestrians – due to current high density auto traffic in and around shopping center, pedestrian traffic at intersection of Branham and Snell would be impeded.
